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Clemson fa:c,es spen:d!i~ng questio,ns
 
Wilkins says university has nothing to hide ber of the lAC. One of the five lawmak council than the legislative 

Clemson PSA operates ers requesting the audit, body that set it up," he said. 
By lim Smhh want the review after an at- Sen. Mike Fai.r of Green- research facilities and edu Rep. Dwight Loftis of "Is there an ethics question 
CAP~TAL BUREAU tempt by a state senator ville to try to satisfy the leg- cation centen; throughout Greenville. alleged that the there? I think maybe there 
-Icsmllh@greenvlllenews.com failed to have Clemson an- islators by arranging meet- the state as well as local ex school lobbied the lAC is. When an entity to be au

COLUMBIA - Legisla- swer their questions and ings between school offi- tension offices and the 4-H and lawmakers in an at dited says, 'No, we don't 
tors who last year request- avoid an audit. - cials and the lawmakers. program. The PSA last tempt to prevent the audit. wantto be,' maybe we need 
ed a probe into Clemson The .lAC in December 'They were not able to year had a total-budget of "I think there is suspi to look into that." . 
University Public Service p9stponed action on the re- satisfy one another," Fair about $69 million, $38 mil cion of a problem there David Wilkins, the for-
Activities by the Legislative quest by five House mem- told The Greenville News. lion of which came from with an agency that has 

\ Audit Council say they still bers for an audit, allowing Fair is an ex-offido mem- the state's General Fund. more power over the audit See ClEMSON on page 7A 
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mer U.S. ambassador' to 
Canada who chairs the 
Clemson board, denied the 
school had tried to lobby 
the LAC or legislators over 
the issue. He said the 
school's directorofgovern
mental affairs who also 
serves as the trustees' ex
ecutive secretary talked to 
the LAC about audit proce
dures, when they would 
take it up and ''what the op
tions were." 

Wilkins, a fonner House 
speaker, said he talked to 
Loftis twice about the is
sue. 

"I expresSed my vieW 
that Clemsonhad absolute
ly nothing to hide, that we 
would be happy to sit down 
with him and answer his 
questions fully," he said. 
"Of course, if he wanted to 
move forward with the au
dit and incur the expense of 
that, which is expensive in 
these dire economic times, 
then he, certainly had the 
right to do that" ' 

Lawmakers are con
cerned, they wrote, over 
"random" budget cuts to 
PSA, hefty raises for cer
tain personnel andwhetber 
the extension services are 
being ha1m~d by the "rea
lignment" of funding to 

non-agricultural services, 
·such as the Restoration In
stitute, the home of the 
Confederate submarine 
Hunley and the future 
home ofa wind turbine test 
site. 

"My concern has been 
that Clemson is moving 
away from their land-grant 
mission," Loftis said. 
Others requesting the au
dit are: Rep. Mike Pitts of 
Lauren~; Rep. David Um
phlett of Moncks Corner, 
Rep. Jeff Duncan of Clin
ton, and Rep. Mike Gam
brell of Honea Path. 

Wilkins said he persona
lly doesn't believe that an 
audit is necessary. He said 
the school also disagrees 
with some of the state
ments made in the letter re
questing the audit 
~thy Sams, a spokes

woman for Clemson, said 
the university wants to be 
transparent about its opera
tions, including PSA 

'We have offered to meet 
directly with members of 
the Legislative Audit Coun
cil," she said in a statement, 
"so that we would have an 
opportunity to correct 
some inaccurate informa
tion that was included in 
some of the initial commu
nication, and so that we 
could respond to all ques
tions and provide all re
quested infonnation with
out incurring the expense 
of a fo~al audit." 

Loftis said he has been 
told the PSA:s research 
centers have been told that 
they have to "earn their 
own way" because of the 
state's budget situation, 
that some PSA employees 
have received raises of 39 
percent while others have 
been furloughed, and that 
pass-through funds have 
been frozen. 

He said while the univer
sity has provided informa
tion in response to Fair's re
quest, he has no way ~o ver
ify it. He said, for instance, 
while the university has 
provided information that 
the Restoration Institute's 
ftmding is valid, 1)e wants 
the LAC to look at the is
sue. 

Pitts said his chief con
cerns are with the state's 

veterinarian office. He said 
the university provicled in
formation and answers to 
his questions, but he still 
wants the LAC to proceed 
with an audit 

"I would still like to see a 
review of Clemson PSA," 
he said. "Some of the ques
tions I had a,re still in place. 
It just keeps coming to the 
surface that there are some 
problems at Clemson PSA, 
and I think an audit would 
shed a lot of light on it." 

Philip Laughridge, chair
man of the lAC, said the 
next step will be to ask lof
tis to clarify the exactscope 
of his request and then to 
bring it to the board for a 
vote, probably in a couple 
of months. 

However, fOlmer U.S. 
Rep. Tommy Hartnett, a 

member of the lAC, said 
he is opposed to having the 
LAC audit Clemson with 
the infonnation that has 
been presented. 

"From what I gathered, it 
was the sentiment of the 
members .of the council 
that was really an adminis
trative decision," he said of 
Clemson putting more 
money into some 'pro
grams than others in PSA 
"If they want to emphasize 
one thing over another, ifs 
hard to say that's a subject 
for the Legislative Audit 
Council." . 

The lAC has had its 
funds slashed dramatically 
and has other significant 
requests pending, he said. 
"I do not think I would vote 
to spend our very limited 
resources on that audit." 


